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From Ieft Patﬂaa Canney, Mariah Hyndman and Davbnte Cole-

‘man try to beat the clock durmg yesterday s hot dog eatsng
contest ' f , ~ :




lty block part'y

%&Manchester'“ o

Neighbors also used the
event to dean up “a ton -

J*of trash

By CAROL Roemoux ‘
s Umon Leader Staff v

MANCHESTER You can
'brmg in every block party big
gun known to man — live ’
L music; baﬂoons face paint-
ing, fire trucks, free food,

even pohcemen on horseback

e but yesterday nothing beat
- atwo-minute hot dog eating
contest among eight neighbor-

hood rivals, the grand finale to

2 Granite Street Nelghborhood’f
- Clean-up/Block Party on the
city’s West Side. =
 “I'm going to win,” saxd 11-
- year-old Mariah Hyndman, her

eye-of-the- tlger stare directed at
V . thestreet. I called my son and .
.~ they came nght over,’ saud Ahce ’

o

“No you re’not Tam,” coun-

" tered Devonte, neither of them
i ch heed to 8-year-old
- house with two other men on .

 Granite Street. They bought the
house 12 years ago through the -

 Patricia Canney, smlng quleﬂy
_ totheirright. -

~ She was hungry for more‘than;

,"awm ' \
o “1 haven t eaten all day, . she

_an hour due to a steamer mal- ~k
, functlon

Finally, 32 fmzen dogs were ’,

- nuked to perfectmn inami-

_ crowave oven at Grace Haven
:'Bap’ast Church and the contest o ,
‘ o ,peopie get together with no hp
~_service, just action,” Labbe said.

. wasago. -
Two mmutes and three )

; ’ bors om ad;mmng streets
_milled around the cordened
| two-bieck area, smi}pmg by

gl 7i;k1ds

nd curlous adults

. various tables for food, face
: pamt and potted flowers, or to

register their fingerprints for
future reference.

_ Event organizer Will Stewart
- who works for NeighborWorks
_ Greater Manchester, said the
 West Side neighborhood was
- adopted by the group after
* several meetings of its commu-
nity service committee, which.

includes residents from a}l parts
of the city.
Yesterday s Granite Street

,f'block party was a giant step
_ toward bringing out the best

in thls two-block stretch of the ’

city, which has been working
hard to rise -above the undercur-
~ rentof crime and apathy that

seems o come in waves on the

city’s West Side.

g live on lemon Street, and

k ]ust last week I saw a girl trying

to open car doors parked along

Melanson
‘Her son, Bob Dav1d shaxes a

House of Your Own Program,

- which serves the developmen-
d! 'Where are the

tally disabled community.

; -;f, _ “Ourbi ggest complaint is the
 cars that speed by,” David sa1d

~ “That, and the drug houses.”

 Beforethe party, nelghbors

worked together to clean up

' ‘,ltrash in the end bagging about
atono fit, estimated Joe Labbe,
- amember of NexghborWorks of
_ Greater Manchester commumty

service committee:
“It’'s great to see a bunch of

Melissa Chase said she appre-

f - mated achancetogetoutand
,  meet her neighbors.

“Iworkallday,so! don 't get :

_ tosee people,” Chase said. “Tt
_ would be great to do this more
~ often, but1 think finding a time -

when everycﬂe can get together

- ‘ls hard ?




